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Veneris, 31“ die Fanuarii, 1794. 


ORDERED, Nem:ne Contradicente, 


N the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the 


Reverend Thouas Har, Chaplain to this ilouſe, 
tor the Sermon by him preached Yetterday before 
this Houſe, at St. Marmaret's, Weltminſiery and that 


he be deſired to print the ſame. 


J. HATSEL L, 
C/. Dom. Com. 
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Preached before the HONOURABLE g 


HO US E of COMMON S, 


AT 
ST. MARG ARET'S, WESTMINSTER, 
O N 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 1794: 


Being the Day appointed to be oblerved as the Day of the 


MazTYRDom of King CuwuarLes l. 


BFT THE REVEREND THOMAS HAV, A. M. 
2 — — 
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CHAPLAIN TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


LO N DO N: 


PRINTED FOR J. WALTER, CHARING = CROSS, 
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M. DCC, XCIV. 


ISAIAH, II. 5. 


THE PEOPLE SHALL BE OPPRESSED EVERY. ON® 
BY ANOTHER, AND EVERY ONE BY HIS NEIGH- 
BOUR: THE CHILD SHALL BEHAVE HIMSELF 
PROUDLY AGAINST THE ANCIENT, AND THE 
BASE AGAINST THE HONOURABLE, 


O 


for in every well-modelled ſyſtem, is the ſecurity of 
individuals from the fraud or violence of each other : 


if the frame of it be defeRive, the adminiſtration of it 
weak and inefficient, the evils of confuſion and mutual 


NE of the great ends and deſigns of all Civil 
Government, and that which is amply provided 


oppreſſion will enſue, which are inherent in a ſtate 
of unprotected ſociety, and which a ſyſtem of ſubordi- 
nation was intended to prevent or redreſs. When all 
reſtraints of law and authority are removed, the ſelfiſh 
B inclinations 


. * - 
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inclinations and turbulent paſſions of the moſt aban- 
doned will reign uncontrouled; the plaineſt rights of 
juſtice will be wholly diſregarded; vice will be exalted, 
and virtue debaſed; no reſpect will be preſerved for 
thoſe various claims, which the wiſdom and virtue of 
mankind and the inſtitutions of ſociety have conſpired 


to conſecrate; no deference will be paid to age, to 


talents, to ſituation, or character. 


Such a ſtate of anarchy was the calamitous ſentence, 
which (according to the denunciation of the prophet 
Iſaiah) the Jews were to incur by their aggravated 
iniquity: they were to be expoſed to the various evils 
of a broken and feeble government, and at length to 
the rigours of captivity in a foreign land. * WILL. 
„ GIVE CHILDREN TO BE THEIR PRINCES, AND 
„ BABES SHALL RULE OVER THEM. AND THE 
«© PEOPLE SHALL BE OPPRESSED EVERY ONE BY 
© ANOTHER, AND EVERY ONE BY HIS NEIGHBOUR: 
** THE CHILD SHALL BEHAVE HIMSELF PROUDLY 


«© AGAINST THE ANCIENT, AND THE BASE 


*© AGAINST 
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« AGAINST THE HONOURABLE, WHEN A MAN 
© SHALL TAKE HOLD OF HIS BROTHER OF THE 
„% HOUSE or HIS FATHER, SAYING, THOU HAST 
© CLOTHING, BE THOU OUR RULER, AND LET 
© THIS RUIN BE UNDER THY HAND: IN THAT 
. DAY .$HALL HE SWEAR, SAYING, 1 WILL Nor 
* BE AN HEALER; FOR IN MY HOUSE IS NEITHER 
„% BREAD NOR CLOTHING; MAKE ME NOT A RULER 
* OF THE PEOPLE. FOR JERUSALEM IS RUINED 
* AND JUDAH IS FALLEN: BECAUSE THEIR TONGUE 


„ AND THEIR DOINGS ARE AGAINST THE LORD, 


© TO PROVOKE THE EYES OF HIS GLORY.” 


In the inſtance of the Jews, the diſpleaſure of the 
Almighty was provoked by their impiety, attended with 
the moſt heinous ingratitude; part of the puniſhment 
denounced againſt them was, a ſubjection to the moſt 
profligate amongſt themſelves, a ſlavery to the moſt 
grievous tyranny. The crimes of this country in the 
laſt century had their riſe chiefly in an inſenſibility to 
the bleſſings which it actually enjoyed, in a licentious 
ſpirit of innovation, and in the ſelfiſh and rapacious 
views of private ambition: the wretchedneſs which 
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theſe crimes in their progreſs drew down upon this 
nation, was alſo a moſt humiliating and grievous ty- 
ranny, the tyranny of * the oppreſſion 
one of another. 


To recall to our minds the miſeries with which we 
were ſurrounded, and the errors and crimes from 
which they originated, and more eſpecially the con- 
ſummation of them in the dreadful event of this day ; 


to deprecate the Divine diſpleaſure by the expreſſion 


efa public and national ſorrow, and to derive inſtruction 
the moſt important and ſalutary from the conſideration 
of paſt ſufferings; theſe are among the great duties 
and purpoſes of this ſolemnity.—A retroſpe& to the 
afflictions which we have endured, is alſo adapted to 
awaken in our minds a general ſenſe of the national 
evils attending national guilt, and to remind us of the 
value of thoſe privileges and bleſſings, which as a nation 
we at this hour poſſeſs, and for which our unbounded 
gratitude is due to Him who ruleth over all the 


earth. 


VARIOUS were the motives by which men of very 
+ a different 
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different deſcriptions were unhappily led to co-operate 
in acts, which in the event deprived the Crown of its 
due authority, of that weight in the ſcale of govern- 
ment not more eſſentially neceſſary for the maintenance 
of its own dignity than for the protection of the ſubject, 
and which at length led to that deep and heinous 
crime of injuſtice and treaſon, then unparalleled 
in the hiſtory of the world, Various were the cir- 
cumſtances which favoured the ſucceſs of projects to 
which thoſe motives gave birth; the moſt remarkable 
of which was the prevalence of religious fanaticiſm : 
but in ſome inſtances, their ſucceſs was promoted by 
men of the moſt oppoſite denominations; for, if 
amongſt the circumſtances which contributed to the 
ſubſequent events, we number the vigilance, the ac- 
tivity, and the artifices of the enemies of our Conſti- 
tution, we muſt at the ſame time alſo lament, the ſu- 
pine indifference and negligence of its friends; the 
defect of a provident and circumſpect attention to the 
firſt appearances of diſcontent and tumult; and the 
want of ſuch directors of the public counſels, as, 
« (a) being unawed by any guilt of their own, could have 


(a) Clarendon's Hiſt. Book iv. p. 254. fol. ed. 1704. 
« watched 


[ $1 
& watched over other men's, and informed, encouraged, 


e and influenced thoſe who ſtood well inclined to the public 


% peace. 


WHATEVER theſe motives, and theſe circumſtances 
were, certain it is, that men upright in intention, but 
defective in judgment, undeſignedly contributed to the 
calamities which followed, either from an unreaſonable 
diſtruſt of that protection to their liberties and religion 
which had been ſecured to them before an appeal was 
made to arms, or from an inſenſibility to the magnitude 
of thoſe dangers, which inevitably threatened the 
very exiſtence both of their civil and religious liberties, 
when undefended by eſtabliſhed forms, and the ſanction 


of a legitimate ſyſtem of government. 


Tux principal authors of theſe diſtractions had ſoon 
abundant reaſon to deplore either the want of integrity, 
or the want of foreſight, which had led them to alter 
the whole frame and ſpirit of the Conſtitution, by the 
unwarrantable depreſſion of one of the eſtates of the 
government: they themſelves were amongſt the firſt 
who experienced the evils of their own counſels, and 


diſcovered, 


1 
diſcovered, when it was too late, that with all their 


groundleſs clamour, their efforts, and their diligence, 


they had only laboured to deprive themſelves of all 


ſubſtantial freedom. Men of more moderate views 


countenanced and promoted changes, which in their 
effects recoiled upon themſelves: their character and 
their influence were lent to meaſures, which firſt in- 
deed accompliſhed their own deſtruction, but which 
finally contributed to effect the ruin of the nation: 
* THE LEADERS OF THE PEOPLE CAUSED THEM 
© TO ERR, AND THEY THAT WERE LED OF THEM 
* WERE DESTROYED.” Of the general unhappineſs of 
thoſe times, we cannot have a ſtronger or fairer teſti- 
mony, than that of one who had ſignaliz ed himſelf by 
the part he ſuſtained in thoſe very commotions, the 
conſequences of which he ſo forcibly laments ; who, in 
the midſt of the anarchy which ſucceeded the ſtruggle, 
thus exclaims: / After the expence of fo much blood | 
and treaſure, all the difference that can be diſcerned 


*« between our former and our preſent eſtate is but this, 


_ * Tfaiah, ix. 16. 
(b) Vindication of the Character and Conduct of Sir William 
Waller, written by himſelf, p. 29. 


8 « that 
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1 
« that beforctime, under the complaint of a flavery, we 


« lrved like freemen ; and now, under the notion of a 


* freedom, we live lite flaves, enforced by continual taxes 
« and oppreſſions to maintain and feed our own miſeries. 


To any one who even ſlightly reviews the hiſtory of 
theſe times, one ſtriking circumſtance obviouſly preſents 
itſelf: in the courſe of thoſe meaſures, which in them- 
ſelves were calculated to produce, and which in fact did 
produce a variety of evils; during the moſt daring en- 
croachments on the legal prerogative of the Crown, and 
in the actual aſſumption of powers the moſt dangerous 
and foreign to the genius of our Conſtitution; it was re- 
peatedly declared, and at times moſt ſolemnly atteſted, as 
the ground alledged for theſe new violences, {c hat 


 « the Parliament would maintain and defend his Majeſty's 


« royal perſon, honour and eftate ; as alſo its own power, 
* and privileges, and the lawful rights and liberties of the 


ee ſubjett :''—* (4) That the chief end of all their counſels 


e and reſolutions was the eſtabliſhing the ſafety of religion, 


(c) Proteſtation taken by both Houſes, A. D. 1641. 


(d) See Proteſtation and Declaration of the Lords and Commons 
in Parliament, Oct, 22, 1042, 


« and 


CB: 1 
* and the fruition of the laws and liberties of the kingdom, 
te without any intention or defire ts hurt or injure his 
% Majefty, either in his perſon or juſt power.” 


In whatever light we view theſe profeſſions of loyalty 
and moderation, they are well deſerving our attention : 
ſuppoſe them to be infincere; and how can we reſtrain 
our indignation againſt ſuch deliberate deceit ? againſt 
ſo many repeated acts of baſe and aggravated hypocriſy ? 
ſo much the more odious, as they were practiſed by 
men inveſted with a great and ſolemn truſt, in direct 
violation of every principle of duty, by which they 
ought to have been influenced; who ſought to gratify 
their ambition, their malice, their avarice, or their va- 
nity, at the expence of the deareſt intereſts of their 
country; who were labouring to ſubvert that very ſyſtem 


of goverument which they profeſſed to admire, and by 


inſidious and falſe repreſentations of their own views, 
did not heſitate to extol themſelves as the generous 
advocates of that very freedom, which (through the in- 
fluence of violent or ſelfiſh paſſions) they were haſten- 
ing to undermine and deſtroy. Suppoſe theſe profeſ- 
ſions to be indeed ſincere; what do we then collect, 


C but 
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but that perſons of the pureſt, and beſt intentions, they 
who in_their hearts were real friends to the laws and 
government of the country, but who unhappily would 
not reſt ſatisfied in the redreſs of real grievances, were 
induced to give the weight of their ſanction and au- 
thority to meaſures, the tendency of which they did 
not foreſee, and the conſequences of which they could 
:0t avert; and thus, unable to extinguiſh thoſe flames 
which they themſelves had kindled, at length became 
the unwilling inſtruments of guilt, of oppreſſion, and 


miſcry to the nation? 


Bur regard theſe profeſſions either as honeſt or in- 
ſincere, regard thoſe who avowed them as actuated 
either by public or ſelfiſh motives; how diſtreſsful mult 
have been the feelings, how bitter the diſappointment; 
of the moſt conſiderable of thoſe who, from various 
views, firſt plunged their country into all the horrors 


of civil diſlention Did they feel a juſt reſpect for the 


Crown, and for its Conſtitutional powers? The {ad 


cauſe of this day's humiliation marks too ſurely the 
melanch ly iſſue of thoſe meaſures which they adopts! 
under this impreſſion, —Were they ſolicitous to ſecure 
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the privileges of Parliament? From the time the 
Monarchy was in fact ſubverted, the Parliament itſelf 
loſt its independence, it became cuſlaved to a crafty, a 
powerful and inſulting faction: its freedom was over- 
borne by the tyranny of external violence, excited and 
cheriſhed by the machinations of internal artifice and 
intrigue: there was an end of all that calm dclibera- 
tive wiſdom (that fruitful ſource of public benefit) ſor 
the exerciſe of which it is in itſelf fo eminently adapt- 
ed. Were they inflamed with a zeal in the cauſe of 
civil liberty? The liberty of the ſubject was annihi- 
lated : the eſtates of many were wholly confiſcated, of 
others much impaired ; the property, the perſonal free- 
dom, and even the lives of all, were no longer under the 
equal protection of law, but ſubjected ta the abſolute 


will and diſpoſal of violent and arbitrary maſters. IIav- 


ing been haraſſed by the authority of a predominant 
party, the country became a prey to a bold and lawlel; 
uſurper; and aſter his death anly exchanged the tyranny 
of one, for a ate of anarchy ariſing from the preten - 
Hons of many.—Were they prompted by an enthuſiaſtic [4 5 
ardour in the cauſe of ſound religion? In the event the 
moſt learned and ſober- minded miniſters of the church 


: 0 5 were 
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were inſulted, proſcribed, and baniſhed; their property 
ſequeſtered, the very ſanctuaries prophaned: the Chriſ- 
tian diſpenſation was debaſed by the vileſt hypocriſy; 
and by a ſtrange perverſion became the ſanction of 


blaſphemy, of rebellion, and perſecution.—Or, were 


the firſt authors of thoſe counſels influenced by motives 


wholly unjuſtifiable? by ſelfiſh intereſt, or unprincipled 
ambition? Many of theſe very men were themſelves im- 
priſoned, or ſecluded, were degraded, inſulted, and op- 
prefſed, by a faction at the diſpoſal of leaders ſtill more 
aſpiring and more powerful: for © * vIoLEN CE was 


IN THE LAND, RULER AGAINST RULER.” 


Tnus do the evils experienced by our forefathers 
hold forth an awful warning to men of all times, to 
conſider well the poſſible conſequences of political in- 
novations, and to weigh calmly thoſe changes which 
they may be inclined to countenance. In the“ begin- 
«ning of ſtrife” wiſe men will endeavour to ſeparate 
pretended from real motives, and will not ſuffer them- 
{elves to be deluded by a ſpecious application of terms: 
they will carefully examine principles both in them- 


„ Jeremiah, LI. 46. 
- ſelves 


( 13 J 
ſelves and in their poſſible effects, principles which, 
though flattering and impoſing in their firſt appearance, 
may upon examination be diſcovered to be founded in 
fallacy, and replete with danger: they will look forward 
to thoſe plain conſequences of meaſures, which are 
rendered probable by reaſon and experience, leſt they 
become a prey to bypocrily and fraud, and at length 
involve themſelves and their country in deſtruction. 
The nature of the meaſures themſelves ſhould alſo be 
ſeriouſly regarded: no pectation of future good ſhould 
be ſuffered for a moment to ſupport or palliate ſuch 


means, as in their own nature are unwarrantable : the 


* 


good to be expected muſt at all events be contingent; 


the evil atchieved for its attainment real and certain: 
* * TO DO EVIL THAT GOOD MAY COME | is a maxim 
ſtrongly reprobated in Scripture: the various objects of 
public, as well as of private good, ſhould be purſued by 
ſuch means only, as are conſonant to Law, to Morality, 


and Religion. To ſecure ourſelves from being deceived 


-either by perſons, or things, it becomes important that 
we ſhould practiſe that firſt point of wiſdom, of not 


being deceived by ourſelves; we muſt learn to be ac- 


* Romans, III. 8. 
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gvainted with our own hearts, to detect the fraittics, 
and ſubdue the violence of our own minds, and to re- 
ſtrain all thoſe irregular affections which tranſport men 
{rom one extravagance to another, till at length they 
may be incited to the deſperate reſolution of raiſing 
themſelves on the ruin of their country. By ſuch a 1a- 
lutary acquaintance with ourſelves, by ſuch a manly 
exerciſe of yirtue, we may fail indeed in the gratification 
of guilty paſſions, but ſhall inſure a ſelid and ſuperior 
ſatisfaction, a ſatisfaction ariſing from the very conqueſt 
of ourielves, as well as from the conſciouſneſs of thoſe 
dangers we may have averted, or of thoſe bleſſings 
which we have contributed to impart, or to confirm 


to mankind. 


Te the guilt which was incurred, if the calamitics 


which were provoked, and the wholztoie leſſon to be 


derived from the review of thoſe calamities in the laſt 


century, had been duly regarded; heightened enormitics 
of the fame dye, aggravated miſeries of the ſame deſcrip. 


tion, would not have been preſented to the aſtoniſhment 


and ſhame of the preſent age: the moſt ſacred laws both 
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1 
vf human and divine inſtitution would not have been vio- 
lated by the murder of a mild and beneficent Sovereign: 
nor would the frantic and impious perpetrators of this 
outrage, inſtigated by the effects of their own injuſtice, 
inflamed by their own cruelty, have recently committed 
an act of ſimilar enormity, with every concomitant cir— 
cumſtance of unmanly inſult, of unprecedonted barbarity. 
and horror. They would not have founded and cemented 
the dominion of. ſucceſſive factions in pretended crimes, 
mock trials, and inevitable deſtruction : nor would they 
by repeated deeds of maſſacre, of proſcription, of plun- 
der, and impicty, have deſolated their own land, and by 
means both of fraud and force attempted to diſfuſe their 
crimes and wretchedneſs among ſurrounding nations: 
thus, holding forth in theſe calamities a memorable ex- 
ample, not only of the dreadful evils attending demo- 
cratic oppreſſion, but alſo of thoſe which reſult from 


the renuaciation of God's revealed w:ll. 


H Apr is it for the whole race of men, that Ile 
who is the great Governor among the nations, continu- 


ally watches them with a gracious and protecting Pro- 


vidence. Individuals, or ſocieties of men, may deny, 
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but they cannot elude his power: however enormous 
their impieties may be, thougli they be enemies to their 
God, and to the bonds of ſocial order which He has 
ſanctioned among men, though they be hoſtile to all go- 


vernment human and divine, yea though * THEY 


„ SPEAK GREAT WORDS AGAINST THE MOST HIGH, 


*© AND WEAR OUT THE SAINTS OF THE MOST HIGH, 


«© AND THINK TO CHANGE TIMES AND LAWS, {till 


„ ＋ GOD REIGNETH OVER ALL, IN HIS HAND 18 


* POWER AND MIGHT:” the adminiſtration of the 
moral as of the natural world is under his govern- 
ment: the commotions of both are ſubje& to his con- 


troul: © F THE LORD 1s KING, BE THE PEOPLE 


* NEVER SO IMPATIENT: & || THOUGH THE WAVES 


© OF THE SEA TOSS THEMSELVES, YET CAN THEY 
*« NOT PREVAIL,” yea though they be «© MIGHTY, 
«© AND RAGE HORRIBLY, YET THE LORD WHO 
« DWELLETH ON HIGH 1$ MIGHTIER,” 


THE page of civil hiſtory is written for our admo- 
nition; what is now paſſing under our obſervation, 
* Daniel, VII. 25. + 1 Chron, XXIX. 12, 4 Pſalm XCIX. 1. 


Jerem. V. 22 $ Plalm XCIIL 5. 2 
I _ ſuggeſts 
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ſuggeſts alſo matter of much uſeful reflection. If the 
records of the former afflictions of our own country tend 
to ſhew us the dangers of fanatical intemperance ; the 
events which have taken place in a neighbouring na- 


tion, diſplay the more lamentable effects of irreligion. 
We may from hence derive a ſtrengthened conviction of 


the indiſpenſable neceſſity of true Religion, to the cauſe 
of civil government and ſocial order: we may from 
hence learn, that without its reſtraints, no creature is 
more ferocious than Man: his affections debaſed; his 
underſtanding perverted; his will corrupt; his views ſel- 
fiſh and deteſtable; the means adopted to attain thoſe 
views unjuſt, oppreſſive and ſanguinary, and ſuch as 
cannot be perſiſted in without the ſacrifice of every good 
and generous propenſity of his nature. The importance 
of Chriſtianity therefore is ſtrongly and experimentally 
evinced. It was a truth declared by our Bleſſed Saviour, 
« * If ANY MAN WILL DO GOD'S WILL, HE SHALL 
© KNOW OF MY DOCTRINE WHETHER IT BE OF 
© G6oD.” That virtuous practice tends eſſentially to 
the eſtabliſhment of a Chriſtian Faith, was well known 
to Him, who was intimately. acquainted with our na- 
* John, VII. 17. 
D ture, 
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ture, who © * KNEW WHAT WAS IN MAN.“ We, in 
this age, have (zen practical impiety, under the guid- 
ance and in the garb of ſomething which calls itſelf 
Philoſophy, advance to an open denial of the truth of 
Chriſtianity, and even of every principle of Natural Re- 
ligion: men have renounced what they dreaded to be- 
lieve, and denied the exiſtence of a Deity, becauſe 
they trembled at his judgments. Wickedneſs is at 
once the cauſe, and an advancement in wickedneſs, 
the effect of infidelity: © Þ THE FOOL WHO 1s cok- 
« RUPT, AND ABOMINABLE IN HIS DOINGS,” will 


with to © SAY IN HIS HEART, THERE IS NO 


«© GoD;” when he has once ceaſed © f To RETAIx 
«© GOD IN HIS KNOWLEDGE,” he becomes, without 
controul, ſtill more corrupt, and ſtill more abomina- 
ble: and this is the natural courſe of human actions; 
moral virtue can be firmly grounded only on religious 
obedience, ©& || HE HATH SHEWED THEE, o MAN, 
* WHAT IS GOOD, AND WHAT DOTH THE LORD 


© REQUIRE OF THEE, BUT TO po JUSTLY, AND 


John, IL 25. + Palm XIV. 1, 2. Rom. I. 28, 
| | Micah, VI. 8, 
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*© TO LOVE MERCY, ANÞD TO WALK HUMBLY WITH 
* THY GOD?” But unleſs theſe precepts are obſerved 
on the ground of being“ REQUIRED” by the Al- 


mighty, they will not be obſerved at all: where a 


ſincere and ſober tenſe of religion is wanting, it is 
evident, both from hiſtory, and our own obſervation, 
that as men do not © WALK HUMBLY WITH THEIR 
« GOD,” ſo is it not to be expected, that they will be 
diſpoſed upon any uniform principle, either © To po 
„ [USTLY, OR LOVE MERCY.” | 
EXTRAVAGANCY or error in religious opinions, are 
not however confined in their effects to their influence 
on morality; they have frequently been ſtrongly united 
with maxims of civil policy. In the laft century en- 
thufiaſm was the dupe of hypocriſy, and of a delibe- 
rate enmity to the conſtituted authorities of the ſtate : 
in the preſent age, and amongſt the people who fur- 
niſh the moſt ſtriking and uſeful leſſon at the preſent 
day, maxims of infidelity have been induſtriouſly cir- 
culated, for the purpoſe of undermining the whole 
ſyſtem of government, religious and civil: in both in- 


ſtances falſe poſitions reſpecting religion have been 
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made the inſtrument of civil diſcord, ard of conſequent 
miſery to the people. 


SUCH is the nature of the political body, the various 
members (each having its proper uſe and office) are 
ſo fitly framed, and connected together, © that 1y 
* ONE MEMBER SUFFER, ALL THE MEMBERS SUFE- 
% FER WITH IT.” For many wiſe and beneficent 
purpoſes God has formed us for ſociety, and for a ſtate of 
mutual obligation, and dependence. He has endued 
mankind with various talents, faculties, and diſpolitions, 


adapted to the purpoſes of various ranks, and ſtations: 


He has ordained: that the peace, and happineſs: of ſo- 


ciety ſhould materially depend, on the manner in which 
the reſpective duties of theſe ſundry orders; and: degrees 
of men, are diſcharged: under theſe circumſtances, 
what is the proper aim of any. ſyſtem: of government? 
Is it to arrogate: to itfelf the attempt of interrupting 
this wiſe arrangement, eſtabliſhed in the world: by its 
great Creator? or is it not rather to provide molt. ef- 
fectually for the maintenance of theſe fixed and ſettled 
laws? and by powerſully curbing the violence of paſſion, 
by reſtraining the vices of the human mind, by afford - 

5 ing 
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1 

ing a free ſcope to induſtry, and encouragement to 
virtue, to protect the various claſſes of ſociety, and en- 
able them to effect that general happineſs which they 
were intended to promote? Butas it is an acknowledged 
object under our own, and every other wiſe form of 
Government, as well as in the frame of our holy Reli- 
gion, to impole a reſtramt on human paſſions, hence 
it has happened, that men of ungoverned minds (im- 
patient of that controul which is calculated to check 
all their ambitious, and dangerous projects) have at 
different times laboured to ſubvert'the one, and to cor- 
rupt or ſet aſide the other: in order to accompliſh this, 
they have miſrepreſented: the views and principles of 
both. Legitimate Government (which well conſtituted, 
and duly adminiſtered, is indiſpenſable to the ſecurity 
of ſociety) has been branded with the name of tyran- 
ny: all Religion been deſpiſed as error or ſuperſtition : 
the moſt groſs and barbarous iniquity ſanctified by 
the name of Juſtice, or the pretenoe of neceſſity: the 
exereiſe of unheard: of! oppreſſion gloried in, as a zeal 
for liberty ; blaſphemy: dignified! with the titles of Rea- : 

ſon, and Philoſophy: in the: language of Scripture, |. 
| #3 EVIL 
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* * EVIL IS CALLED GOOD, AND GOOD EVIL; BIT=- 


© TER IS PUT FOR SWEET, AND SWEET FOR BIT=- 


«rp. It you enquire into the cauſe of this per- 


verſion, it is truly aſſigned in the Goſpel: © 4 Tw1s 18 
«© THE CONDEMNATION, THAT LIGHT IS COME IN 
* TO THE WORLD, AND MEN LOVED DARKNESS RA- 
*© THER THAN LIGHT, BECAUSE THEIR DEEDS WERE 


* EVIL. Do you With to examine further, and to ex- 


plore the conſequences of theſe depravities? * 1F 
*© ONE LOOK INTO THE LAND, BEHOLD DARKNESS 


© AND SORROW:” „S ALL JOY is DARKENED, THE 


© MIRTH OF THE LAND IS GONE; THEY THAT 


© DHWELL THEREIN ARE DESOLATE.,' 


Bur what is this which men do, when with all their 
oſtentation of enlightened wiſdom they reject the ne- 
ceſſity of revealed religion ? What do they, but reject 
that, the value of which was juſtly appreciated, by the 
wiſeſt and beſt Heathens? They lived indeed in a ſtate 
of great obſcurity with reſpect to religious knowledge, 
but they did not ſcorn that glimmering light which was 


+ Ifaiah, V. 20. + John, III. 19. t Ifaiah, V. 30. 


$ Ifaiah, XXIV, 11, 6. 
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to direct them, however imperfectly, in the regulation of 
their conduct: * anD THE TIMES OF THIS IGNO=- 
*© RANCE GOD WINKED AT. But to renounce that 
diſpenſation, which the Almighty deemed of ſuch 
high importance, as to cauſe it to be foretold from the 
very creation of the world, at ſundry times in a ſerics. 
of prophecy: to the introduction of which not only 
the Jewiſh economy, but alſo the ſucceſſive aggran- 
dizement of each of the great empires of the world, 
were rendered ſubſervient: to reject that Religion, 
which God ſent his beloved Son to make manifeſt to 
mankind, that which declares to us our proper re- 
lation to God and man, and which enjoins thoſe duties 
incumbent on us towards both ; which holds forth 
the promiſe of indulgence and aſſiſtance to human 
frailty ; which offers the one only atonement for the 
negle& of duty, and the commiſſion of fin; that 
which, duly obſerved, will improve and perfect our na- 
ture, and at once enable us to paſs uſefully through 
this world, with the moſt exalted hopes, and the moſt 
_ tranſcendent views, and at the ſame time prepare us for 


the enjoyment of a future ſtate of exiſtence; whoſe 


Acts, XVII. 30. 


authority 
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authority is evinced to us, as well by che unexampled 
purity of its doctrines, as by the clear atteſtation of 
miracles and prophecy: to reject ſuch a Religion, and 
with ſuch numerous and weighty claims to our aſſent, 
argues a complication of ingratitude, of wickedneſs, 
and folly, which, a reſpect for the honour as well as for 
the intereſts of human nature, would incline, nay al- 
moſt compel us to think incredible, But, ſetting aſide 
the ineſtimable privileges of Religion, it ſhould never 
be forgotten, that the great points which it inculcates, 
are not propoſed as objects of our choice, but as 
commands which claim our obedience. Acts of piety, 
ef charity, and ſelf-government, are not acts of indiffe- 
rence, which we are at liberty either to perform or de- 
cline ; they are enforced by a plain- and poſitive law, 
to which (as in the caſe of other laws) we muſt con- 
form our conduct, or be liable to the penalties annexed 
to diſobedience; and it concerns us ſeriouſly to confider 
the awful ſentence pronounced by our Lord, on ob- 
ftinate infidelity: * 1 AM COMP A LIGHT INTO 
© THE WORLD, THAT  WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH' ON 
„ME SHOULD NOT ABIDE IN DARKNESS: HE THAT 


John, XII. 46, 48. 
% REJECTETH 


OE 
© REJECTETH MF, AND RECEIVETH NOT MY 
% WORDS, HATH ONE THAT JUDGETH HIM: THE 


«© wORD THAT 1 HAVE SPOKEN, THE SAME SHALL 


* JUDGE HIM IN THE LAST DAY.” 


UNDER a full impreſſion of the importance of Chriſ- 
tianity, to private happineſs and publi: proſperity, and 
of the miſchiefs which have accrued to mankind, both 
from the abuſe and the contempt of it, every thinking 
man will feel it of eſpecial confequence, more particu- 
larly in the times in which we live, to be well founded 
in the knowledge of Chriſtian truths, and to be pre- 
pared againſt every attempt, which may be made either 
openly to aſſault, or infidiouſly to undermine them. The 
evidences of our Religion have the firſt claim to our 
calm and attentive conſideration: if the reſult of this 
conſideration, and enquiry, be (as it unqueſtionably 
will be) a conviction of the Divine authority of our 
Faith, it then becomes an unavoidable - concluſion, 
that human reaſon, contracted and limited as it is, 
ſhould ſubmit itſelf to the dictates of infinite intelli- 
cence. As the reverence which is due to the revealed 
word of the Deity obliges us to conclude, that every 

E i thing 


. 26, ] 

thing which proceeds from that ſacred ſource is. an ur- 
queſtionable and eternal truth; if any portion of Di- 
vine knowledge which God hath been pleaſed to com- 
municate, be above the comprehenſion of our narrow 
faculties, this will not be matter of objection to its truth, 
but a ground of. ſubmiſſive reverence ;. we ſhall receive 
with thankfulneſs what is revealed, and from a fixed 
enſe of the wiſdom. and goodneſs of God, conclude, 
that every revealed truth is requiſite either for our in- 
ſtruction, for our ſupport. and encouragement in virtue 
here, or in ſome manner neceflary as preparatory to 
our eternal ſtate hereafter.. Impreſſed with the ineſti- 
mable value of religion, and with a ſenſe of the proper 
province af Reaſon;, of its powers, but above all of. 
its weakneſs, we ſhall, employ it only as ſubſervient to 
Chriſtianity, not for the purpoſe of ſuperſeding it, Con- 
ſcieus that the whole of a Revelation (if it be really 
ſuch) mult neceſſarily be true, we ſhall not ſuffer our 
veneration for revealed truths to be affected either by 
the ſhafts of ridicule, or the ſophiſtry of ſcience, Whether 
the buſy pride of human. reaſon . be employed in: at- | 
tompting to ſubvert.the whale ſyſtem af our faith. eol- 
lectively, or ſeparately to invade any of its acknowledg - 
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ed doctrines; or, be as petvetſely occupied, in endea- 
vouring to debaſe the moral precepts, and to weaken 
or deny the fanctions of the Goſpel. Let every conſi- 
derate man be cantious of refining in matters of re- 


ligion: let him impartially weigh the neceſſity and 


value of the whole, and of every part of Revelation 

upon his own obſervation and experience let him de- 
termine, Whether human nature be ſuch, as to render 
any of the directions of reſtraints of Chriſtianity ſu- 
'perftaons. Is the actual Rate of the world ſuch (with- 
out any exaggerated view either of human infirinity, or 
of che corruption Of the times in which ave live) a8 
to induce him to pronounce that Chriſtianity, as we 
Have received it, with all its doctrines, its prece pts, and 
Its fan@ions, is more than ſufficient to deter men from 
vice, and to infltence them to virtue? 8 5 


To cbnclude. During the civil diſſentions of the 
Juſt century, the nation experienced «many and griovous 
oppreflions; oppreflions haraffing every Tank of men, 
originally introduced, and fuccefofully continued, under 
the colour df religious ze: in our OWN age, We haue 


obſerved the afffickions of x country groaning under 
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. the yoke of popular tyranny, and at the fame inſtant 


diſtracted by all the evils of anarchy; we have obſerved 


the calamities which have reſulted from the infatuatian 


of infidelity. In the mean time, what is our own ſitu- 
ation? We, amongſt all the nations of the earth, are 


diſtinguiſhed. for the poſſeſſion of a mixed form of Go- 
vernment, in which the powers of each branch of the 


legiſlature are plainly defined; and withalſo admirably 
conſtituted, that by the mutual controul and counter- 


action of its ſeveral parts, it precludes the evils, and 


enſures the benefits, attending each of the three forms 


of which it is. compoſed, in their ſimple and unmixed 


ſtate: a ſyſtem, extending protection to all the various 


members of the community, eminently marked by its 


energy, its wiſdom, and its virtue. We are poſſeſſed 
of a reformed Religion, eſtabliſhed under the auſpices of 
learning and moderation, equally remote from ſuperſti- 


tion and infidelity. But, all the benefits to be derived 


to a ſtate, even under the protection of the moſt per- 
fect practical government, muſt ſtill depend on the 
virtue of the individuals who compoſe it; obedience to 


the will of God is the only ſolid foundation of all 
moral duty ; revelation is the meaſure of that obedi- 
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ence: it is of the utmoſt conſequence, therefore, both 
as individuals, and as members of the ſtate, that we 
make revealed religion the rule of our conduct; that 
wie guard againſt the corruptions of enthuſiaſm and ſu- 
perſtition on the one hand, and againſt the encroach- 
ments of infidelity on the other; that each individual 
in his own life, and by his own example, ſhould culti- 
vate and promote the practice of virtue on its proper 
and only firm baſis, the principles of Chriſtianity ; and 
by thus enlarging the ſphere of virtue, extend the 
operation of thoſe principles, which alone, from their 
nature, and influence, can render a nation united in it- 
ſelf, proſperous, and acceptable to God. A chearful 
obedience to the laws, and an uniform compliance with 
the terms of our religion, will be the moſt convincing 
teſtimony of our wiſdom, our patriotiſm, and our piety. 
For the ſupport of thoſe Laws, and of that Religion, for 
the maintenance of thoſe momentous rights, which 
have been continually recognized and ſanctioned both 
by the laws of God and Man, and in the reſiſtance of 
wanton and violent acts of aggreſſion, we are now en- 


gaged in a juſt and neceſſary conteſt, The iſſue muſt 


be in the hands of God, It remains however with 


ourſelves, 


r . ] . e 


burlehes, to perſevere ſtedſaſtiy in the path of dutè. 
ee T OFFER THE SACRIFICE -OF-A1GH TEOVSNESL, 
AND TO PUT ORA TRUST IN THE-LORD:” humble 
hoping, through the Divine mereies, for the ſake of 
every ob} which is valuable in civilized life, and for 
| the trove interefts and happineſs of our enemies theme 
| | elves, that they may not be ſuffered long to continue 
der the influence of principles deftruRive of all ge- 
vernment, morakty, and religion, but that they ey 
don return to a ſenſe ef ordet and piety; that they 
may 7 SANCTIFY THE. NAME OF THE EORD, 


< THAT TYEY WHO HAVE ERRED IN SPIRIT MAY 
r COMP TO VNDERSTANDING, AND THE MALE- 


* FoL ENT MAY ATTEND TO INSTRUCTION.” 


| * Pfalm IV. 5. a 
+ Vide Tah XXIX. 33, 24 compared with Biftiop Lowth's 
tranſlation. 


